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This Diploma Supplement follows the model developed by the European Commission, Council of Europe and 
UNESCOICEPES. The purpose of the supplement is to provide sufficient independent data to improve the international 
'transparency' and fair academie and professional recognition of qualifications (diplomas, degrees, certificates etc.). lt is 
designed to provide a description of the nature, level, context, content and status of the studies that were pursued and 
successfully completed by the individual named on the original qua/ification to which this supplement is appended. lt 
should be free trom any value judgements, equivalence statements or suggestions about recognition. Information in all 
eight sections should be provided. Where information is not provided, an explanation should give the reason why. 

1. Information identifying the hol der of the qualification
1.1 Last name(s) 
1.2 First name(s) 
1.3 Date of birth 
1.4 Student identification number / code : 

2. Information identifying the qualification

2.1 Name of qua/ification and (if applicable) title conferred (in original language): 
Getuigschrift Hoger Beroepsonderwijs (Degree Certificate of Higher Professional Education); 
Degree: Bachelor of Science; 
Nationally accepted title: Ingenieur (ing.) 

2.2 Main field(s) of study of the qua/ification: 
Mens en Techniek (Health Tecb]J.(�W...©���D-.tl��.tl!L���W��tlm;!l hoger onderwijs" (CROHO) 
Central Register of Higher Edu

...,_
...,......,....,_...,.__,....,......,__,.....,..,_.....,......,.....,.....,.-...... ....., .. 

Main Subject : Orth __________________ _. 
2.3 Name and sta  institution (in original language): 

F�ntys Hoges  
 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

·,in the scope of the 
Higher Educat ;:-:;,��::,,:-�;-;:,������-=-�;-:;,��::,,:-�;-;:,������-=-�;-:;,��::,,:-�;-� .... lements) 

2.4 Name and s  institutio.••••••••••••••••••••••· 
ge): 

Fontys Hoge  public Un
·"""".;ACACJ<�;A;;,o-.;;ACA,;;,Aeó'l�""""',.;;A,;;A;;.-.;AC,ACJ'�CA,;;,-.;ACACJ<��. 

in the scope of the
Higher Educa d Researct lements) 

2.5 Language of instructionlexan .... _.,_,,..-------------------

Dutch 

3. Information on the level of the qualification

3.1 Level of qualification: 
Bachelor's Degree; University of Applied Sciences; First cycle National Qualifications Framework for Higher 
Education; Level 6 EQF tor LLL. 

3.2 Official duration of programme in credits and/or years: 
4 years; study load in ECTS-credits: 240 

3.3 Access requirement(s): 
See 

I able 
Neth 

--------------------------------------

4. Information on the programme completed and the results obtained

4.1 Mode of study: 
Full-time, including work placements and / or research 
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The education system of the Netherlands  

The Dutch education system consists of eight years of primary education, a diversified secondary 

education system with different tracks and a binary higher education system.  

Primary and secondary education  
Children are allowed to begin school at the age of four, but are not legally required to do so until 

the age of five. Secondary education, which begins at the age of twelve and is compulsory until 

the age of sixteen, is diversified and offered at different levels. Vmbo programmes (four years) 

combine general and vocational education. Only the six-year vwo diploma grants access to 

bachelor’s programmes at research universities; the vwo diploma, havo diploma and the highest 

level of mbo grant access to bachelor’s programmes at universities of applied sciences 

(hogescholen).  

The last two years of havo and the last three years of vwo are referred to as the ‘second phase’ 

(tweede fase), or upper secondary education. During these years, pupils focus on one of four 

subject clusters (profielen): 1) Science and Technology (Natuur en Techniek); 2) Science and 

Health (Natuur en Gezondheid); 3) Economics and Society (Economie en Maatschappij); 4) 

Culture and Society (Cultuur en Maatschappij).  

Higher education  
Higher education in the Netherlands is offered at research universities and universities of applied 

sciences. In this binary, three-cycle system, bachelor’s, master’s and PhD degrees are awarded. 

Short cycle higher education leading to the associate’s degree is offered by universities of applied 

sciences (part of the first cycle). Universities of applied sciences are increasingly offering three-year 

bachelor programmes for students with a vwo diploma.  

 

Workload is measured in ECTS credits. According to Dutch law, one credit represents 28 hours of 

work. The grading system used in the Netherlands is on a scale from 1 (very poor) to 10 

(outstanding). The lowest passing grade is 5.5 or 6; 5; 9s are seldom given and 10s are extremely 

rare. For certain subjects the assessment pass/fail is used. The academic year is 42 weeks long. 

The third cycle of higher education, leading to a PhD, is offered only by research universities, while 

the three engineering universities offer technological designer programmes leading to an 

Engineering Doctorate (EngD). A Professional Doctorate offered by hogescholen is currently being 

developed.  

 

Quality assurance and accreditation  
Quality assurance is carried out through a system of accreditation, administered by the  

Accreditation Organisation of the Netherlands and Flanders (NVAO). Higher education 

programmes are accredited for a period of six years and eligible for government funding. All 

accredited programmes are listed in the Central Register of Higher Education Study Programmes 

(CROHO).  

 

National Qualifications Frameworks 
The qualifications framework in the Netherlands is referred to as the Dutch Qualifications 

Framework (NLQF) and was officially referenced to the EQF in 2012. Further information on the 

Dutch Qualifications Framework can be found on the website of the National Coordination Point 

NLQF.  

https://www.nvao.com/
https://www.nvao.com/
http://nlqf.nl/english
http://nlqf.nl/english
http://nlqf.nl/english
http://nlqf.nl/english


Associate’s degree 
(120 credits)

Research 
universities

Most master’s degrees offered 
by research universities require 
completion of 60-90 credits. Those 
in engineering, mathematics, 
natural sciences, and agriculture 
require 120 credits, in pharmacy, 
dentistry, medicine and veterinary 
medicine 180 credits.
Some research universities offer     
2-year professional doctorate
programmes in engineering (EngD).

Most master’s degrees offered by 
universities of applied sciences 
require completion of between 60 
and 120 credits. Programmes in 
architecture, urban planning and 
landscape architecture require 
completion of 240 credits.

Students with a vwo diploma may 
be exempted from one year of 
study at universities of applied 
sciences.

Doctorate 
(PhD)

EngD
(120 credits)

Medicine, dentistry, 
veterinary med., 

pharmacy (180 credits)

MA/MSc 
(120 credits)

MA/MSc/LLM  
(60-90 credits)

A solid arrow ( ) indicates a right to access.
A dotted arrow ( ) indicates that some form of selection or bridging requirement may be applied.

Update June 2023

The Dutch education system
The higher education system in the Netherlands is based on a three-cycle 
degree system, consisting of a bachelor, master and PhD. Two types of 
programmes are offered: research-oriented degree programmes offered by 
research universities, and professional higher education programmes 
(including associate degrees) offered by universities of applied sciences. 

Third cycle
higher
education

Second cycle
higher
education

Secondary
education

Primary
education

First cycle
higher
education,
including
short cycle

(180 credits)

BA/BSC/LLB

MA/MSc/LLM 
MBA/MSW/MEd/ MM

(60 -240 credits)

Universities of 
applied sciences

Universities of 
applied sciencesBBA/BSW/BEd/BM 

 (1-4 years)

BA/BSc/LLB

Senior secondary

Vocational education 
and training (mbo)

Level 4, 
3-4 years

Level 3, 
2-4 years

Level 2, 
2-3 years

Level 1, 
0.5-1 years

 (240 credits)

Senior general 
secondary 
education

(havo)

5 years

University 
preparatory 
education 

(vwo)

6 years

Preparatory 
vocational 
secondary 

education (vmbo)

4 years

Primary education 8 years
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